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It has been a great honour to serve as President of History Redcliffe in 2025. 

This time last year we were still coming back to earth after all the elation and 
excitement of our Bicentennial commemoration week. 

We held our Christmas breakup lunch at the Redcliffe Tavern where I had the pleasure 
of presenting Bob Blanch with an Honorary Life Membership Certificate as recognition 
for the huge contribution he has made to our Society, especially regarding his 
persistence and determination with the Corscadden Park development. 

We commenced 2025 with our February meeting where Fiona screened a 
photographic display of our Bicentennial events. This prompted lots of reflection and 
amusing incidents were exchanged. 

Apologies if you think I’m “milking” this event, but as it only happens every 100 years, 
I feel entitled to do so and I’m thrilled that I happened to be President at this significant 
time in History. 

Also in February, we farewelled Errol Deller, our previous president who has relocated 
to Toowoomba. 

Cyclone Alfred forced us to cancel our March meeting. 

In April we welcomed Bob Crudgington who enlightened us on biodiversity in Moreton 
Bay. 

Heritage Month, an initiative of the National Trust, is held every year from mid-April 
to mid-May. History Redcliffe’s event for Heritage Month was titled Unearthing Secrets 
from the Past’ when four of our members did a presentation on their chosen historical 
secret. It was very well attended and enjoyed by all 

Our May meeting was very entertaining when we met Karen Thurecht, a published 
author, who spoke on prisoners of Moreton Bay. 

Also in May, many of us attended the wonderful City of Moreton Bay History Seminar 
at Morayfield. Apart from the interesting array of speakers, we had a stall to sell our 
merchandise and enjoy meeting like-minded groups in our Region. 

Also in May, some of us attended the RHSQ Conference where the bicentenary of the 
penal settlement moving from Redcliffe to Brisbane was commemorated. 
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The June meeting was when we enjoyed Colin Scobie of the 
Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group talk on the dugongs, and 
all things habitat. 

In July we welcomed Jane Smith as our Guest Speaker. Jane gave us a fascinating account of convict life in 
Australia. Jane had copies of her latest book titled One Free Woman. 

Also in July, a group of us enjoyed an excursion to Newstead House for a conducted tour. Thanks to Cathy Mallon 
for organising this. 

Our August meeting was dedicated to presenting to our members, a proposal for our Strategic Plan to take us 
through to 2030. The committee has been working on this for at least 3 years. The presentation was conducted 
by Fiona and Rae with many comments and questions coming from the floor. This interaction was exactly what 
we had hoped for. With some ‘tweaking’, I’m happy to say that our Strategic Plan was then re-presented at the 
September meeting and a motion, moved by myself and seconded by Nette Griggs that “the Strategic Plan be 
accepted in its current form” was carried. 

Our September guest speaker was very popular as Lynda Roberts shared her memories of being a torch bearer 
when the Olympic Torch passed through Redcliffe. 

Thanks to Rae, we even had a Cauldron from City of Moreton Bay Council to add to the atmosphere of the 
presentation. 

Throughout the year we have maintained a close relationship with Redcliffe Museum. The most notable event 
that many of us attended was the opening of the Pierre’s Mill exhibition. Margaret Harding provided most of the 
historical content for this memorable occasion. 

We are very grateful to City of Moreton Bay Council for allowing us to use the Redcliffe Library for our monthly 
meeting and to the library staff who are always helpful. 

Other community groups we enjoy a close contact with are QUOTA Club of Redcliffe and the Show Society. Also, 
the Redcliffe Hospital where we have attended the Hospital Auxiliary AGM and provided material for a Timeline 
being created as the Hospital celebrates its sixtieth birthday this year. 

We are grateful to Kylie Knight the editor of the Redcliffe peninsula publication who always gives us recognition of 
material supplied. 

Our membership numbers have remained fairly static this year. Although we have some new members, a few old 
members have not renewed. 

Many similar groups to ours are experiencing difficulties in attracting and maintaining membership. This is something 
we will keep working on. 

During 2025 the committee’s thoughts have turned to our collection of precious, irreplaceable documents, papers etc 
stored in the Den. 

While we are extremely grateful to Council for providing us with a home, the conditions there are sub optimal. 

We are hopeful of these conditions being improved following an on-site meeting with Councillor Karl Winchester next 
week. 

Stage 1 of improving the accessibility and preservation of our collection is currently underway. It is the Indexing Project. 

Catherine Mahoney and Jennifer Mott have been employed to index our Newsletters from 1969 to 1989. 

(cont.) 
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I’d now like to thank the outgoing Committee for a great year’s work. 

Rae Frawley as Secretary 

Pat Spillman as Treasurer 

Cheryl Salisbury as Junior Vice President 

Fiona Murgatroyd as our IT Consultant, Social Media person and Newsletter Editor 

Cathy Mallon as Committee Member 

Helen Young as Minutes Secretary 

We have been a harmonious Team, and I thank you all sincerely for your commitment and hard work. 

Our Researchers also deserve a big vote of thanks. Margaret Harding and Pat Gee have assisted with approximately 
40 queries this year. Margaret has also supplied material to local publications and the Redcliffe Museum. 

I do not like to single any member of the Committee out, but I think Pat Spillman needs a special big thank you. Pat 
did not stand for re-election at last year’s AGM. 

We had a new Treasurer elected but unfortunately family health issues forced the position to be short lived. 
Without any hesitation, Pat stepped into the breach “until we could find a new one”. Well, needless to say, that 
did not happen and Pat has continued on for another year. Thank you, Pat. 

Thank you to all our members for supporting us for another year. 

And a big thank you to Karl for agreeing to officiate at today’s election.  

Janet 

HISTORY REDCLIFFE COMMITTEE 

 
Introducing your HISTORY REDCLIFFE Committee for 2025-26 

(L-R): Cheryl Salisbury (Junior Vice President), Fiona Murgatroyd (ICT & Editor), Helen Young (Minutes Secretary), 
Cathy Mallon, Valerie Edwards, Janet Franklin (President), Jennifer Mott (Secretary), Rae Frawley (Treasurer). 

 

We are honoured to serve History Redcliffe and we thank you for your support. 

(cont.) 



 

The Christmas Eve Tornado of 1989 
Jennifer Mott 

 
There are some days in your life you 

remember vividly. Christmas Eve, 1989 
was one.  The family Christmas Day 

celebration was going to be held at our house 
(in Laura St, Clontarf) this year. How exciting!  As my 
husband Geoff and I planned for the big day ahead, he 
looked out the kitchen window and went ‘Wow! Look 
what’s heading our way.’  The weather had turned, 
quickly and dramatically.  Our previously beautiful 
sunny day had disappeared as an ominous purply black 
storm front, with greenish tint, came out of nowhere. 
But we were used to some big storms hitting our little 
area of Clontarf.  We later nicked named our place 
“Storm Alley”, given the number of massive storms that 
have romped in from the sea and across Clontarf.     

Rain started bucketing down, lashing the windows and 
roof. The noise was intense. Lightning lit up the now 
dark house as it cracked open the sky. Thunder 
simultaneously boomed.  And this is when we made a 
decision – a not so safe decision 
in hindsight, but a decision 
anyway.  My mother lived alone 
in Livermore St in Redcliffe.  And 
she was absolutely terrified of 
storms. Geoff and I imagined 
her place was being bombarded 
like ours and imagined her 
terror.  We decided to play 
knights in shining armour and 
save her!  

So here we were, bolting to the 
car to drive across the 
Peninsula. Off we set, hubby 
driving the candy apple red HR 
Holden wagon (at least nice and 
sturdy and visible on the road), me pregnant with our 
first child sitting beside him. It’s amazing how quickly 
full force stinging rain soaks you – we looked like two 
drowned rats.  An epic drive ensued.  Wind and rain 
lashed the car, making visibility almost non-existent, 
added to by the bits of tree landing on the windscreen.  
Driving down Maine Rd, a transformer exploded right 

above us. The world lit up as we were showered by a 
waterfall of electrical sparks – rather like a fireworks 
show, only terrifying.  As I clutched my baby belly, I 
remember joking to my husband… 

Now we know this was not the smartest decision Geoff 
and I had ever made (and should come with a disclaimer 
– ‘Kids, don’t try this at home.’)  But we made it safely 
to Livermore St and found our worries were totally 
unfounded.  Mum and her house were fine – we had left 
the tornado behind us at Clontarf. Once the storm 
passed, we began the trek home, surveying the damage 
at Clontarf.  Power was out so no traffic lights, trees 
down everywhere.  The massive streetlights on Maine 
Rd were lying on the median strip like curling ribbons. 
Reaching our driveway, we were greeted by our 6ft 

fences lying on the ground, lots 
of damage to the garden but 
thankfully the house survived 
with minimal damage (unlike 
others on the Peninsula).  
Interestingly, our garden shed 
was next door, in the 
neighbour’s yard, with most of 
it balancing precariously on 
their clothesline!  

Christmas Day, 1989 was 
memorable too, I guess. 
Christmas celebrations were 
transferred to my mother’s 
house, with all the family 

heading first to Laura St to clean up the debris. Not 
something anyone expects to be doing on their 
Christmas Day.  I am forever thankful that we were all 
safe and everyone around us lived to tell the tale of the 
Christmas Eve Tornado, 1989.   

 

Well at least we have a name for 

the baby.  Which do you prefer, 

Storm or Tempest?   “ 

“ 
Christmas Eve 1989 Tornadic supercell. 
Image source: Brisbane Storm Chasers. 



 

By Pat Spillman 

Graham McTaggert arrived in Redcliffe with his parents 
and siblings in 1939 at the age of two years to take up 
residence in Chatham Street Margate.  He described 
their dwelling as being a tin shed with dirt floors and 
metal windows which opened with a stick.  A very 
modest building! 

That same year, 1939, his father went to New Guinea 
with the Australian Forces.  Graham remembers during 
War the Americans had a large Army Camp in Sorrento 
Street Margate extending right up to the present 
position of the Water Tower.  The family was then living 
in Sorrento Street Margate with Graham attending 
Humpybong State School.    

Graham’s father returned from War in New Guinea 
suffering the aftermath and spent time at Greenslopes 
Hospital.  After treatment, his father learnt the 
Butcher’s trade from Harold Glanville and Alf Ollenburg.  
Luckily during the War, Graham’s mother had 
purchased 10 allotments in Keenan Street for £5 each 

which she 
was able to 
sell for £50 
each to help 
finance the 
erection of 
two shops.  
One was a 
Butcher Shop 
and the other 
a Grocery 
Store at 66 

Hornibrook 
Esplanade, 

Clontarf.  After many years of trading, the Butcher Shop 
was sold to Jack Ruby in 1961. Those two shops are still 
standing today occupied by very different businesses.   

The family had moved to Clontarf in 1950 where 
Graham attended Clontarf State School after gaining a 
Scholarship.  He played Hockey from upper primary 
school through to adult years being coached by 
renowned Redcliffe hockey identity, Mary Nairn.  In his 
later teens 
Graham joined 
Palm Beach 
Lifesavers until 
being called up 
for National 
service at age 
18.  After 
National Service 
Graham worked 
in various jobs; 
in Shearing 
Sheds as a wool 
presser in 
Ilfracombe, at a 
Timber Mill in 
Mackay, then married and worked in Car Sales until he 
retired. 

As an adult golf became Graham’s chosen sport.  While 
attending upper Primary School he had started playing 
golf at Peninsula Country Golf Club and remembers 
caddying for prominent members and visitors.  Graham 
says that in 1959 when he was 21 he was present at the 
meeting of the formation of the present Redcliffe Golf 
Club. He continued playing golf at Redcliffe up until a 
few years ago. Now in his 88th year and living off the 
Peninsula he still visits his old Redcliffe golfing friends. 
Graham continues to be interested in Redcliffe and its 
history and has supported History Redcliffe in recent 
years by purchasing publications and collectible 
medallions.   

At Redcliffe Golf Club 1961…Graham 
McTaggert standing on left. 

Image courtesy of City of Moreton Bay  
RLPC-001\001917 

Official Photo - Redcliffe Hockey Team 1953 
Graham McTaggert standing – 2nd from right; 

 Mary Nairn – centre seated 



 

An Original ANZAC From Anzac Avenue - 1890 to 1971 
Compiled by Margaret Harding 

Story compiled from article in Redcliffe Herald November 2, 
1971. 

Mr Edward Holmes Vizer, known with affection as 
‘Joey’, died at his home at Mango Hill, Kallangur at the 
age of 80.  Joey was an original Anzac, being a member 
of the First AIF.  At his service on 22nd October 1971, ex-
servicemen paid their respects to him with a brief 
service and the playing of The Last Post. 

Born at South Brisbane the late Mr Vizer left Australia in 
1914 on HMAS Persic for Egypt and took part in the 
Gallipoli campaign where he was wounded and sent to 
England.  There he met and married Edith Griffiths in 

Birmingham before returning to Egypt in 1916.  He was 
sent back to Brisbane in 1919. 

The couple went into business in various parts of 
Brisbane in the ensuing years and before establishing 
themselves in the well-known café and store at Margate 
which they managed from 1938 to 1945.   

After the War the Vizers bought land at Mango Hill and 
built their own home and store.  Some time later they 
leased their property and took over the Petrie Hotel for 
a period.    On retirement they returned to Mango Hill 
to lead a quieter life.   

 

 

The following snippets are from previous shop owners – 
Ref.  “Memories of Margate” book, 2021, page 68. 

On the seafront at Margate on the north side of 
McCulloch Avenue shop records date back to early in 
the 20th century. Henry Davidson conducted a grocery 
business 1920-24 stating that his prices are like China 
eggs – they can’t be beaten. As well as catering for 

household needs, the 
same proprietors 
offered a café, rental 
houses and 
entertainment areas 
for holiday makers. 
entertainment areas 
for holiday makers 

Henry sold to J. W. 
‘Bill’ Covey whose 
mother-in-law, Editha 
Bently, employed an 

architect and builder to erect a café and make several 
additions in 1932.    In 1938 E. M. Vizer was listed as the 
new owner.   

Mrs Vizer’s son-in-law, Robert ‘Bob’ Strathearn said, 
“The store and café had a residence attached where the 
Vizers lived while managing the business.”     

 

 

 

 

  

Vizer’s Store, Margate 1945. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find the words below in the grid. The remaining letters spell a message! 

ASHMOLE 
BEEGEES 
BEETSON 
BOAMA 
CIVONICEVA 
CLONTARF 
COOTURRUMBA 
CORSCADDEN 
DOLPHINS 
DUGONG 

ESPLANADE 
FISHING 
FLINDERS 
FRAWLEY 
GUBBIGUBBI 
HORNIBROOK 
HOUGHTON 
HUMPYBONG 
JETTY 
KIPPARING 

MARGATE 
MARKETS 
MCINNES 
MILLER 
MORETONBAY 
MULLET 
NEWPORT 
NINGERYCUN 
OXLEY 
PENINSULA 

REDCLIFFE 
ROTHWELL 
SCARBOROUGH 
SEASIDE 
SETTLEMENT 
SUTTON 
SWIMMING 
TABUAIFIDOW 
TALOBILLA 
WOODYPOINT 

Created by Fiona Murgatroyd 
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Coca-Cola Glazed Ham 

Ingredients 

 1.25L bottle of Coca-Cola  
 1 half leg of ham 
 

Method 

1. Pat the ham dry. Score the fat in a diamond pattern.  
2. Place ham in a large baking tray, cover with Coca-Cola, ensuring the 

skin is completely covered. 
3. Bake at ~180°C (adjust for fan-forced) for 30-60 mins, basting every 15-

20 mins until sticky and caramelised. 
 
 

 
 

Continental Christmas Cheesecake 

Ingredients 

Base 
 1 pkt (250g) gingernut or buttersnap biscuits 
 1/4 cup butter, melted 
 
Filling 
 1 cup mixed dried fruit 
 1/4 cup rum or brandy 
 500g Philly cream cheese 
 1/2 cup cream 
 1/2 cup caster sugar 
 1 tbsp (or 1 sachet) gelatine dissolved in 2 tbsp water 
 1 tbsp lemon juice or 2 tbsp finely grated lemon rind  
 
 

Method 

4. Put mixed fruit and brandy in bowl and marinate overnight. 
5. Crush the biscuits into fine crumbs. Combine the crumbs with the melted butter and press firmly into a 

springform cake pan, then place in the fridge to harden. 
6. Beat the Philly, caster sugar and cream until smooth. 
7. Add gelatine mix and lemon juice (or rind). Mix thoroughly 
8. Fold in marinated fruit mix. 
9. Pour into now hardened base and return to the fridge to set. For best results, leave in fridge overnight. 

 

From the kitchen of Fiona Murgatroyd 

For a gluten-free alternative, swap out 
the gingernuts or buttersnaps for your 
favourite gluten-free biscuits. 

 



 

…

These are just a few highlights of what’s on at Redcliffe 

Library. For the full list, go to 

https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/libraries/Events 

or drop in to the Library! 

 
 
 

... 

 
Sew a tote bag 
Friday, 05 December 2025 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Learn to sew a simple bag using a sewing machine with 
local artist and craftsperson, Mel Brady. 

This beginner-friendly workshop will build confidence 
using a sewing machine so you can tackle other projects 
in no time! 

Free. Bookings required. For adults. All materials 
supplied. 
 
Monthly movie (4th Thursday)  
Thursday, 22 January 2026  01:30 PM - 03:30 PM 
Thursday, 26 February 2026  01:30 PM - 03:30 PM 

Redcliffe Library 
offers two film 
events each 
month. 

Visit the Redcliffe 
Library for our 
Monthly Movie 

sessions held on the 4th Thursday of the month, from 
1:30 PM - 3:30 PM. This is repeated on the 4th Friday of 
the month, from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  

For adults. Free. No bookings required.

Coffee jar terrariums 
Wednesday, 25 February 2026 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM 
Saturday, 28 February 2026 11:00 AM - 11:45 AM 

Bring a clean, empty coffee jar and create your own 
terrarium — a tiny, self-sustaining ecosystem. 

Our friendly library team will guide you through the easy 
steps to build and care for your garden-in-a-jar. 

 

Add a personal touch by sculpting a unique air-dry clay 
figurine to place inside. 

Free. Bookings required. For adults 

  

8:30 AM – 6:00PM 

9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 

 10:00 AM – 3:00PM 

 

https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/libraries/Events
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Jingle bells from Redcliffe Museum!  
 
We’ve had a busy year at the museum. This year 
has been special as we marked 90 years of  the 
Hornibrook bridge and the centennial year of 
Anzac Avenue!  We truly appreciate the special 
bond with History Redcliffe to make the events 
possible.  
 

Our new exhibition “Kirrenderri - Heart of Channel country” showcases the beautiful Lake Eyre basin and First Nations 
connection to country. Exhibition open till 15th Feb next year. 2026 is the International Year of Rangelands and 
Pastoralists and International Year of Woman Farmer. To celebrate this, our next exhibition starting 28th Feb on farming 
is called “Harvest” which focuses on past and present technology, knowledge etc, telling local stories including women 
farmers.  
 
We look forward to seeing you soon. Please visit our website at https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Galleries-
Museums/Locations/Redcliffe-Museum to find out more fun in store for you! 

 

Kirrenderri: Heart of The Channel Country 15 November 2025 - 15 February 2026 

Kirrenderri, Heart of the Channel Country presents a visually striking and narrative-
rich exhibition. 

It tells the extraordinary stories of one of the most remote locations at the very heart 
of Australia. 

Channel Country is renowned as an intersection for Aboriginal trade networks that 
connect the continent. Revelations of the age and scale of sites in this landscape are 

evocative and lead to a reimagining of the deep history of this country. 

Rarely seen collection artefacts, historic and contemporary photographs and interviews are featured. 

Also included are recently discovered archaeological artefacts from several key quarry sites and Channel Country 
locations. They reveal important stories about relationships forged on Country.  

Kirrenderri, Heart of the Channel Country is a travelling exhibition presented and toured by the University of 
Queensland Anthroplogy Museum, with support from Mithaka Aboriginal Corporation and Diamantina Shire Council. 
The exhibition tour is supported by the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland. 

 

  

Please scan this QR code to learn 
what’s on and make bookings for 
the workshops and events.  

Redcliffe Museum Opening Hours 
Wednesday to Friday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, 

Saturday - Sunday 10:00 AM - 3:00PM. 

https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Galleries-Museums/Locations/Redcliffe-Museum
https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Galleries-Museums/Locations/Redcliffe-Museum
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… a year in pictures 

...but wait, there’s more! 
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History Redcliffe is grateful for the support of our sponsors. If you wish to become a proud 

sponsor of History Redcliffe, please contact us at sponsorship@historyredcliffe.com.au for a 

sponsorship prospectus. 

http://www.historyredcliffe.com.au
mailto:sponsorship@historyredcliffe.com.au
https://holycrossfunerals.com.au/
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JANUARY 2025 
NO MEETING – SUMMER RECESS  

FEBRUARY 2026 

MARCH 2026  

APRIL 2026 

 
 
 
 

 
 

FRI 

6 

2:00pm – 4:00pm  
Monthly meeting 
Dr Cliff Pollard 
 

FRI 

6 

2:00pm – 4:00pm  
Monthly meeting 
Peter Morley – History of Meals on Wheels in Redcliffe 
 

FRI 

3 

NO MEETING – GOOD FRIDAY 
ALTERNATIVE MEETING DATE TO BE CONFIRMED.  

  

All efforts are made to ensure that the information regarding meeting venues and speakers is correct at the time of 
publication. Members and guests should consult our website (www.historyredcliffe.com.au) closer to the meeting 
date to check for updates. 
 

Editorial Team: 
Editor – Fiona Murgatroyd Assistant Editor – Eva Marshall Proofreader – Ann Doyle 

What’s your story? 
Everyone has a story to tell, and we want to hear yours!  
 
Submit your articles, anecdotes or images to the editor at info@historyredcliffe.com.au 
and you may find your story here in this very publication. 
 

History Redcliffe is committed to reducing our environmental impact. 
Please think before you print. 

History Redcliffe does not accept any responsibility for any opinions expressed in this collection of papers. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to everyone who contributes to and supports Humpybong and After. By sharing your 
research, stories, photographs and personal memories, you help ensure the stories of Redcliffe are not only preserved but 
passed on and enjoyed by others. I am especially grateful to our dedicated contributors whose enthusiasm and generosity 
make each issue possible.  I would also like to thank my family for their patience, encouragement and support behind the 
scenes. 

Festive wishes to all and I look forward to your contributions in 2026!   

http://www.historyredcliffe.com.au/
mailto:info@historyredcliffe.com.au

