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Welcome to our first Newsletter of 2026.

Our first meeting of the year got us off to a flying
start with almost 40 in attendance. The interest and
attention of the audience was palpable and very
rewarding.

Please spread the word to all your friends and M

acquaintances that we have excellent Guest Speakers every month.

We have placed paid advertisements in the Redcliffe Guide for February, March and
April so we hope that keeps the numbers up.

It was lovely to have a chat recently to Mary Cupitt. Mary is a Life Member and well
known to many of you. Mary enjoyed our meetings and always voiced her opinion on
the given topic. Mary asked to be remembered to you all.

It was good to meet Hayley Roman at our first Committee meeting last month. Hayley
is the recently appointed Senior Local History Officer, so we look forward to working
closely with her.

Hayley was able to share the news that the City of Moreton Bay History Seminar will
be held on Tuesday 1% September this year. This was good news as we thought it was
to be cancelled. The day has been changed to allow more Council staff to attend as the
Museums are closed on Tuesdays.

Another event | would like to promote is our Heritage Month date of 29 April, 2pm
in Redcliffe Library meeting room. The theme is Change, how it shapes history.

Hanet


https://www.instagram.com/historyredcliffe/
https://www.facebook.com/HistoryRedcliffe
mailto:info@historyredcliffe.com.au
mailto:info@historyredcliffe.com.au
http://www.historyredcliffe.com.au/

The Agnew Clothing Factory 1945-1983:
a snapshot of a part of our Commercial Heritage

by Margaret Harding

A tenacious and adventurous couple, David and Marion
Agnew came to Redcliffe to establish a
manufacturing plant at Maine Road Clontarf just
as World War Il ended. The site was a disused
poultry farm which Grace Primary School
currently occupies.

Over the years hundreds of young ladies gained
employment and grew up learning various
sewing skills as well as making life-long
friendships — a credit to Mrs Agnew, an
excellent teacher who created a unique family
atmosphere. A recruitment advertisement
from the Redcliffe Herald in the 1960s mentioned that

66

400,000 garments go from Redcliffe
every year!

Girls 15 to 18 years are invited to be
part of the success story. 99

Merle Ricardo, one of the ‘book’ committee graciously
undertook to weave the story from hand sewing to
operating imported machines and adapting to new
market demands including when Agnew’s largest
customers (Woolworths/Coles) turned to importing
from Asian countries. Elder son Drummond and later
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play at the Museum

A candid moment of conversation.

daughter Juliann and her husband John ensured that
Agnews diversified to meet the new trends and
technology from the 1970s.

Norma Kennedy, Daphne Holmes, Merle Ricardo and
Heather Bradford at a morning tea in preparation for the
Agnew Legacy book on 17 November 2010.

The Agnew Legacy book was printed in 2012 and is sold
through History Redcliffe and the Museum at the
reduced price of $12 each.

There is currently a display of Agnew Clothing Factory
garments in the Redcliffe Museum. There was also a
reunion of former employees of the Agnew Clothing
Factory at the Redcliffe Museum on 18t February 2026.




NRemember when...

...as related to the Redcliffe Remembers gathering by Dave Ridgway — 3 September 2005

A week or so ago | was talking to Bob Blanch about
today, and wondered if those present, who would
mostly be in my age group, would be interested in what
| had to say. | thought that most would have had an
early life, similar to mine. “I don’t think so”, Bob said,
“Everyone’s memories are different, and may be what
you have to say, may set the ball rolling for others to
relate their past”. So—here goes —
| hope it’s not too boring.

My family came to Redcliffe in
1932, and soon after my father
started a crabbing business, for
which he became quite well known
— particularly among the racing
fraternity. Many bookmakers —
often introduced by Bill McLeod,
came to our house to purchase

History Redcliffe Treasurer, Bob Blanch, presenting a

It was not until later in life that | realized just how tough
life was. But, growing up, we were all in the same boat,
and in fact there were few of us who even owned a pair
of shoes. But — | do remember that we were healthy,
and never ever bored. There was always fishing and
swimming, and the cricket games in Fourth Avenue in
front of our house were popular and competitive.

| can remember Mum saying when
| left the house, to make sure | was
home before dark. In those times,
the days never seemed long
enough. And of course, we were
well fed, and at our house there
was a hot meal every night, with
puddings.

For entertainment, we had a

Dad’s sand crabs. Dad also worked thank you gift to guest speaker, Dave Ridgway, at AGM wonderful gramophone, about four

as a builder’s labourer for James
Fortune at that time.

| can remember, as a nine year old, selling crabs outside
Sheehy’s Scarborough Hotel. | can even remember the
prices — big sandies three for a shilling and small four for
a shilling. Dad would go out and empty his pots every
morning and tie up the crabs — put them in a stockpot,
and he and Mum would cook them, and polish them for
sale at the weekend.

Scarborough Hotel, circa 1940.
Image courtesy of City of Moreton Bay, reference number RMPC-100\100210

9 August 2013. Image courtesy lan Harding.

foot high, which was probably our
best piece of furniture. We enjoyed some great records
featuring the world’s best tenors, at that time. There
were also some popular serials on the wireless, that
were not to be missed. And | will always remember that
the only wireless that could pick up the cricket from
England, was at Jocumsen’s Store. | remember going
with Dad during the night to the store, to listen to Len
Hutton giving us a bad time, with his record score in
1938.

| had two sisters and a brother, and we all
~ attended Scarborough State School. We
- either walked to school or hitched a ride on
Teddy Walker’s milk truck, - and often helped
_with deliveries, on the way. And we walked
home from our school, - and you can imagine
that the walk from Eversleigh Road to Fourth
Avenue, was far different from what it is
today.

| remember the lunches that Mum prepared
for us each day, packed in brown paper bags -
and that bag had to be brought home, as we
had to use it every day. Then on special
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occasions, we were allowed to buy a pie from “Smokey
the Pie Man”.

| remember some of our teachers, like Miss Walker, and
Miss Gallen — later Mrs Clarke. | can’t recall the
headmaster’s name, but he was very strict. | think that
most of the boys in our class, at one time or another,
received six of the best - probably quite deserved. How
different it is today!

Soon after the war started, Dad joined the Army and our
life was very different for the next five years. We had a
32 perch block, and | can remember having to cut the
grass, with a reaping hook. We had an air raid shelter in
our back yard, which was gladly never used, and in fact
our family was evacuated to Wondai. When we
returned to Redcliffe, for some reason | started school
again at Humpybong State School.

After that | attended State High School for two years,
and the trip by bus and train and tram to Dutton Park,
every day, was quite a marathon. | left each morning
just after 7:00 am and arrived home at 5:30 pm.

During our teen years, we still enjoyed a very full life.
We played lots of cricket and tennis, fished and swam a
lot, and went to the Pier Theatre, and a group of us
would always go to the ‘Gabba to watch Cricket. Roller
skating was also a popular pastime. During those years
| earned my pocket money digging worms, for the many
anglers who visited Redcliffe when the whiting were
biting.
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Pier Thetre, circa 1950s.

Image courtesy of City of Moreton Bay,
reference number RMPC-100\100116

Immediately after the war Dad returned to crabbing —
but there was a difference to pre-war. Now he brought
the catch in every day, and every day they were sold
under our house in Fourth Avenue. After leaving school
| was Dad’s offsider for some time.

No one seemed to worry about finding a job. For most
of my life until | was sixteen, | spent a lot of time at the
local butchers, where Dad bought the sheep heads for
his crab pots. | learnt a lot about meat during those
years, and it seemed just so right that | obtained my very
first job in Jack Peace’s Butcher Shop, in 1946. From
there | went on to spend all my working life in the meat

industry until | retired in 1994.
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by “Vileyse”

There is a long low strip of yellow sand

Bound with a bracelet by the bounteous sea,

Of shining shells formed by some fairy hand,

And here the waves come tumbling bright and free,
And on the left a rugged promontory:—

Unshaken by the seething surge's shocks,

Here luscious oysters lurk among the rocks.

The bay is bounded by a belt of trees,

That cluster at the cliff's capricious base

Purple with prickly pears; a blessed breeze

Blows from the brine and cools the sun's fierce rays.

In such a spot, methinks, in other days
The syrens sat and sang as from the wave
They lured the spell-bound mariner to his grave.

Yes, I can see them now with waving hair,
Gazing with pensive eyes far out to sea;
Never were mortal maidens seen so fair;
Singing in sad, strange, sweet monotony
A song set to no mortal minstrelsy;

And out at sea Ulysses and his men,

And god-like Orpheus singing back again.

Alone of all men these escaped their wiles,

So runs the ancient story; since that time

How many have been wrecked by woman's smiles,
In every age, in every land and clime!

But these are subjects foreign to this rhyme,

So, with a lingering look at that fair place,

I bid adieu to Redcliff for a space.

Originally published in The Queenslander, Sat 28 Apr 1883, p649. J
L




In the Papers.. St pPacrick’s Day *. -+t

By Fiona Ni Dhubhghaill

About 10-15% of Queenslanders claim Irish heritage, a
figure notably higher than the national average, which
sits just below 10%. Redcliffe itself has welcomed a
vibrant Irish diaspora throughout its history, with many
residents tracing their roots back to
Ireland—including the current editor of
this newsletter. To honour this
Hibernian heritage, and with yours
truly preparing to celebrate St Patrick’s
Day in Dublin, the focus turns to how
the day has been marked in Redcliffe
over the years.

It seems that the vast majority of
celebrations for St Patrick’s Day were organised by the
various Catholic parishes, convents and schools of the
peninsula. This is a tradition that continued at least until
the 1990s when my own father would often cook up for
the parish a traditional Irish dinner of ‘
bacon and cabbage with a decent helping
of potatoes, of course! | was even dragged
out on occasion as the entertainment,
playing keyboard and singing traditional
Irish songs in both English and as Gaeilge.

CONCERT AND DANCE

St. Patrick a Day festivities were
brought to a close with a very
successful concert, which was held in
the Masonic Hall. The large audience dully
appreciated the excellent programme submitted.
The concert, which was under the supervision of
Father Ryan, assisted by several ladies, was in aid
of the funds of the local convent. The first part
of the programme was given by the convent
students who displayed the skilful training they
had received from the Sisters of Mercy. The
opening chorus, "Australia," closed with the
spectacular tableau, "God Bless Australia." The
Spanish dances, tableaux, and humorous sketch
evoked deserved applause. Vocal and
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(Images from Redcliffe City Catholic Parish St Patrick’s Day Dinner, 1994. Courtesy Ann Doyle.)

beannachcai na réile PAoralz oraibh 3o Léir

(I-r) Dermot Doyle, Kathleen McDonald,
Stefan Campbell, Jocelyn O’Shea,
Fiona Murgatroyd née Doyle.

r's
Stefan and Fiona providing the
musical entertainment.

instrumental items were given in the =
second part, to which Messrs. Gilray,
Muller, Misses Banbury (2) McGuire, and
McGuickin, of Brisbane, contributed. Miss *
E. Banbury played the accompaniments. An
enjoyable dance followed the
music for which was supplied
by Misses McGuire and McCarthy.
Extras were played by Miss J.
Dawe. It is expected that the
proceeds will total £30.

The Daily Mail, Wednesday 26™ March,
1924, p10.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY SOCIAL.

On Sunday last, in the Catholic Church, Redcliffe,
the Rev. Father Ryan announced that the nett
result of the social on St; Patrick's night in the
Redchffe Hall was £15/15/6. He thanked the

N} singers, the dance music players.
donors of the euchre prizes, the ticket
sellers and buyers, the working
committee of ladies and all who
contributed in any way to make the
social such a satisfactory success. The
ladies' euchre prizes were won by Miss
A. Sampson and Mrs. J. McCarthy;
men's prizes by Messrs R. Shaw and
T. Crowe. The weather was all that
could be desired, and the social was most
enjoyable from every point of view.
Humpybong Weekly and Advertiser, Thursday 315t
March, 1927, p 4.

ST. PATRICK'S DAY
A Grand Ball will he held under the auspices of
the R.C. Church in the Redcliffe Picture Palace
on Friday, March 17th.

North Coast and Stanley District News, Thu 9 Mar, 1933,
pl3.
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IN MEMORIAM

Farewell to Bob and Gloria Blanch

That these long-standing community minded citizens
passed away within weeks of each other seems to
reinforce the closeness they shared since meeting at a
Youth Interchange Programme in 1961.

In an interview for the Society’s newsletter June 2005
Bob said,

66 My first job was as an optical mechanic
with OPSM, which took me to
Toowoomba. | had a very understanding
Boss who would give me the opportunity
to don my white jacket and look into the
eyes of the girls who came in for
spectacles. One of the nurses who came
in was Gloria Mayers. , ,

Bob then decided to retrain as a teacher and spent six
years at a remote Patrol Post on the North Coast of
Papua New Guinea. Gloria too worked overseas as a
theatre sister in two London Hospitals.

ftern
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When back on leave he
married Gloria in 1963
and they both spent
several rewarding years
in PNG amongst 32000
Indigenes in the Area.
The Patrol Officer was
responsible for Gloria’s
recruitment as one of
the few female Medical
Assistants in PNG after
she quickly diagnosed a
polio outbreak amongst
the babies brought into the Station.
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TO JUNGLE HOME

RO%EFT James (Bob) Blanch, from New

uinea, who t his furlough with his
parents, Mr. and im i
Parade, Redcliffe

After returning to Queensland in 1966 for the birth of
their second child, Gloria joined the Blue Nursing
Service and became co-ordinator of the Day Therapy

Centre in Percy
Street, Redcliffe
during her 22 years of duty.
In the early 1990s she trained as a Volunteer Hospital
Chaplain for a new service being implemented at the
Redcliffe General Hospital.

Bob, a Rotarian since 1980, rejoined the
Commonwealth Public Works Department and after
seeking early retirement, he joined the Uniting Church
in various administrative and volunteer fields.

Hereunder is a short summary of Bob’s involvement
with History Redcliffe:

He joined the Redcliffe Historical Society in 2003-2004
financial year and held executive positions on two
occasions. When Redcliffe Museum initiated two stages
of studies on the &5 \ ‘ {I

history of
Redcliffe Parade
Streetscape in

2010, Bob’s local
knowledge was a
huge asset.

The next lengthy

project ) Bob President Janet Franklin presenting Life
played a vital part  Membership to Bob, accompanied by wife
in was Gloria at Christmas Lunch 06/12/2024.

. . Image courtesy Fiona Murgatroyd
coordinating 8 Y gatroy

representatives from Council, Rotary and History
Redcliffe to have a “Heritage Walk” in conjunction with
Council’s upgrade of Humpybong Creek and Corscadden
Park. Thus, we have The Humpybong Trail which
opened on 14 September 2024 during Redcliffe’s
Bicentennial celebrations

Vale Bob 1938-2025 and Gloria 1937-2025
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Meet the Author: Natasha Lester
Thursday, 30 April 2026 06:30 PM to 07:30 PM

Join the wonderful
Natasha Lester in
conversation to explore
the story behind her
newest book, The
Chateau on Sunset.

Captivating from its very first page, The Chateau on
Sunset blends the beloved Jane Eyre story with the rich
and colourful history of the entertainment industry
from the 1950s to the 1970s.

Free. Bookings required.
Arrive 6:00 PM for 6:30 PM-7:30 PM event.

Meet the Author: Mercedes
Mercier and Georgia Harper
Friday, 15 May 2026

11:30 AM to 12:30 PM

What do you get when you
put two and two together?
Two young authors, two new gutsy crime
thrillers and one amazing In Conversation.

Join Mercedes Mercier and Georgia Harper
as they discuss their new novels, The
Couples Retreat and Dove.

Mercedes and Georgia will explore their
books and the role their professional
experiences have played in forming them
as writers.

Free. Bookings required.

Sydney Writers' Festival: Live & Local 2026
Thursday, 21 May 2026 10:00 AM to 06:00 PM

Sydney Writers' Festival's Live & Local returns to
Redcliffe Library in 2026 bringing the best of the festival
direct to you.

One of Australia’s most loved forums for literature,
ideas and storytelling, Sydney Writers’ Festival will live
stream its headline events from Sydney to Redcliffe
Library on Thursday 21, Friday 22, Saturday 23 and
Sunday 24 May.

Prepare to be invigorated and engaged by
conversations, debates and discussions featuring some
of the world’s finest writers and thinkers. Audiences can
also participate in live Q&A sessions at each event.

Program details, more information and bookings
available when festival program launches in March
2026.

Join us for Live & Local 2026, streamed live by Sydney
Writers’ Festival and delivered locally to the Redcliffe
Library.

Free. Bookings required. For adults.

Craftival - Redcliffe
Saturday, 30 May 2026

Craftival is back for
2026! Join us for a
one-day celebration
of all things
handmade, crafty and
creative at Redcliffe
Library on Saturday 30 May.

9:00 AM to 02:00 PM

For more info on this and all other events, visit the link
below.

.but wait! There's more!

These are just a few highlights of what’s on at Redcliffe
Library. For the full list, go to
https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/libraries/Events

or drop in to the Library!

Redcliffe Library Opening Hours

\ CITY OF
== MORETON BAY

Monday to Thursday
8:30 AM - 6:00PM

Saturday
9:00 AM —4:00 PM

Sunday
10:00 AM - 3:00PM



https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/libraries/Events

: Hello history lovers!

USE U M Autumn is here and it’s time to get out and explore the parks, attend festivals
and visit the Redcliffe Museum! This Easter break we have the Museum Family
Fun Day and two great exhibitions (our current exhibition: Harvest and
upcoming exhibition: Comedy Wildlife).

—— WITH§ A M =——x We have gpt exciting interactive e.vents lined up. Please make sure you book

your free tickets soon and don’t miss out!

j  ———— |

Harvest 28 February 2026 - 17 May 2026

Harvest digs down into the rich agricultural heritage of our region - its deep roots,
thriving present, and bold growth for the future.

The exhibition celebrates stories of this Country which has always been home to
Aboriginal people. Country has been managed expertly for tens of thousands of
years and continues to see abundant yields produced by today’s farmers.

Through a vibrant mix of historical objects, striking photographs, and personal stories, Harvest reveals how agriculture
has always influenced our land, economy, and ways of life.

Exhibition opening: Sunday, 08 March 2026 | 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM

This International Women's Day we celebrate our local women farmers and agribusiness champions. Hear from a panel
of passionate local women who are paving the way with a focus on culture, community, sustainability and innovation.

Harvest digs down into the rich agricultural heritage of our region — its deep roots, thriving present, and bold growth
for the future.

Free - bookings required. All ages.

The Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards 30 May 2026 - 16 Aug 2026

7 Get ready to laugh at nature’s funniest moments! The Comedy Wildlife
} Photography Awards, organised annually, attracts submissions from across the
. \ world.

‘ / This competition celebrates the hilarity of our natural world and helps to
_ highlight what we need to do to protect it.

Featuring 60 images, this exhibition showcases a selection of the winners and
finalists” images from the competition over the years.

Join us for a journey filled with laughter, joy, and a renewed sense of wonder for the animal kingdom.

Free. No bookings required. All ages
y  __—— —— — ——— |

REDELHFFE MUSEUM UPENHNG HUUR& Please scan this QR code to learn

Wednesday to Friday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, what’s on and make bookings for
the workshops and events.
Saturday - Sunday 10:00 AM - 3:00PM.

N /‘“/\/\'\--/




A HERITIAGE MONTH EVENT BY HISTORY REDCLIFFE

How history shapes us and we shape history

27 APRIL 2026
REDCLIFFE LIBRARY MEETING ROOM

HISTORY
REDCLIFFE

§ eventbrite historyredcliffe.com.au

1:30 - 3:30PM @
Caom( NOW

https://changingtimes.eventbrite.com/

History Redcliffe is grateful for the support of our sponsors. If you wish to become a proud

sponsor of History Redcliffe, please contact us at sponsorship@historyredcliffe.com.au for a
sponsorship prospectus.

T

Holy Cross

FUNERALS

Guiding you through your {‘/ |
time of need with compassion,
dignity and affordability.

)"
Phone 07 3293 0555 Kippa Ring | 07 5208 9337 Caloundra
“mail info@holycrossfunerals.com Web holycrossfunerals.com.au
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MARCH?2026 — - — —— = = = = = = = = — — —
FRI' 2:00pm —4:00pm
6 Monthly meeting

Peter Morley — History of Meals on Wheels
in Redcliffe

APRIL2026 ~ —~ —— — =~ == == - - -
FRI
3
WED  1:30pm —3:30pm
29 Heritage Month Event
Changing Times: How history shapes us and we shape history

| S N W

NO MEETING — GOOD FRIDAY

MAY 2026 — — = — = — = = —— — = — = — — — —
FRI' 2:00pm — 4:00pm
1 Monthly meeting
Sally Romano from History Queensland

JUNE2026 — — — — — = — - o e e e e e e = =
FRI. 2:00pm —4:00pm
5 Monthly meeting
Lynne Hooper — Emily Congeau

All efforts are made to ensure that the information regarding meeting venues and speakers is correct at the time of
publication. Members and guests should consult our website (www.historyredcliffe.com.au) closer to the meeting
date to check for updates.

What's your story?

Everyone has a story to tell, and we want to hear yours!

Submit your articles, anecdotes or images to the editor at info@historyredcliffe.com.au
and you may find your story here in this very publication.

Editorial Team:
Editor — Fiona Murgatroyd Assistant Editor — Valerie Edwards Proofreader — Ann Doyle

¥EIEPSI(TROEEN Please think before you print.

i
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* +BE GREEN History Redcliffe is committed to reducing our environmental impact.

10 History Red(cliffe does not accept any responsibility for any opinions expressed in this collection of papers.
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