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Greetings to you all and welcome to the autumn edition of Humpybong and After for
2026.

In my last Report, | mentioned how pleasant it was to chat to Mary Cupitt, one of our
Life Members, and pass on Mary’s good wishes to you all.

Sadly, Mary passed away a short time later. An inspiration to many, to say that Mary
had a rich life is an understatement. Margaret Harding has written a tribute to Mary
in this edition.

Rae and | were Guest Speakers at an ESA Convention recently. ESA is a fund-raising
organisation, founded in America, but with a very active local Chapter. It was held at
Komo. There were many members who had travelled from overseas to attend. It was
a great opportunity to welcome them to our wonderful Redcliffe and pass on our
unique History.

We have some wonderful Guest Speakers coming. In August, Torill Pape will share her
knowledge of the structural engineering involved with the construction of the
Hornibrook Bridge.

In September, Catherine Mahoney will share the detective work she has been doing
on an explosion that occurred in Redcliffe in the 1950s.

| hope to see you all on our July excursion to Miegunyah House Museum on Friday 3™
July. Morning tea at 11am followed by a conducted tour. Cost $30.

The P & C committee of Humpybong State School are planning events to
commemorate their 150™ Anniversary. History Redcliffe will be mounting a display so
if anyone has any photos, memorabilia, anecdotes etc. we would love to hear from
you.

Until next time, my best wishes to you all.

Hanet


https://www.instagram.com/historyredcliffe/
https://www.facebook.com/HistoryRedcliffe
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How history shapes us and we shape history
Compiled by Jen Mott

During Heritage Month 2026, History Redcliffe held a
successful event on Friday 29™ April, where we
discussed and explored the topic of Changing Times —
how history has shaped us and how we shape history.
History Redcliffe members and the community
discussed how our past continues to influence our lives
— and how our actions today become tomorrow’s
history. A great afternoon of conversation was had by
everyone! At this engaging and interactive event we
met and connected with others who love history and we
became part of the local history story. All discussion
points were scribed and presented back to the group.
The notes below are a simple point in time opinion of
those present. This is not a History Redcliffe
production, rather a summary of the thoughts and
feelings of those present at the Changing Times event.
We hope that by reading these memories, you too
might explore your past and future —in the light of how

history changes and how we change too.

Editor’s note: These results are presented with minimal editing in
order to provide a more authentic reflection of the flow of
conversations at the event. It should be noted that these are the
recollections, thoughts and feelings of attendees and are not to be
considered a collection of facts. We note there are some factual
inaccuracies in these statements. History Redcliffe accepts no
responsibility of the views expressed therein.

Shopping & Industry

Shopping

Trading hours — Redcliffe differed from the rest of SE
Qld. Queensland had Monday to Friday shopping and
half-day Saturday, closed on Sunday. Redcliffe
introduced half-day shopping on Wednesday and all-
day trading on Saturday. This led to people travelling to
Redcliffe to shop on the weekend. A boon for retail and
tourism.

Night trading —longer trading hours commenced — from
the late 70s/early 80s. Thursday night in the suburbs
and Friday night in Brisbane City. This has increased

over the years, including the
introduction  of  Sunday
trading. Lots of shops and
businesses e.g. McDonalds
now trade 24/7. Southern

states historically had longer trading hours than Qld.

HERITAGE ‘MONTH |

REPORT

Shops — historically corner stores. Strip of shops in retail
areas of cities and larger suburbs. Redcliffe had shops
running along the waterfront. Retail areas shifted in
about the late 1960s and early 1970s to malls or
clustered shopping centres e.g. Chermside, Toombul.
Kippa-Ring shopping centre took off with the opening of
Kmart in the downstairs area in 1975. Initially this was
a large cluster of shops grouped together — but still
outdoors. This was later renovated to become an
indoor shopping centre — comprising of 2 individually
owned indoor centres joined by a staircase.

Kmart in Kippa-Ring (opened 1975) — Had café in the
back of the store. Sold a large variety of items, including
guns! Original retailers in downstairs shopping centre —
Richardson Jewellers and Sun City Locksmith.

General Stores - General stores survived in country
towns for a lot longer than in the cities and suburbs.
General stores sold a wide variety of items that may be
required by locals, including newspapers (which may be
a few days old due to the transport issues). The
storekeeper might state, when asked about the
availability of a certain item, ‘It’s not in stock but might
be in on Thursday’. Country towns also had a post office
— sometimes incorporated in the General Store. Mail
was transported by rail and then by road.

Home delivery - Historically, many goods were
delivered or brought to the homes of residents of the
Redcliffe Peninsula. These included (but are not limited
to) the milk man, the fisho, the fruit man, newspaper
deliveries, bread, soft drinks and cordials, ice creams
etc. One very well-known local milko was Teddy
Walker, who had a small dairy farm off Klinger/Ashmole
Roads. Teddy originally delivered his milk in a billy can
— fresh and warm from the cows until the advent of
pasteurized and bottled milk. A whole story could easily
be dedicated to Teddy and Violet Walker and Teddy’s
old 1927 Chevy.

Supermarkets — with the rise of the supermarkets came
the demise of small corner stores. People started doing
bulk shops instead of accessing the corner store daily for
needed items. Or growing their own. Women joined
the workforce during this transition time, meaning



hours at home for Mums became more limited.
Convenience played a huge part in the rise of the
supermarket. As supermarkets grew, they expanded
into items other than groceries, and this, in turn,
affected the operation of once prolific small stores such
as butchers, delicatessens, pet shops, news agencies,
bakeries etc. The same thing was happening in other
areas such as hardware stores. In the 1950s and 60s,
the Redcliffe Peninsula was home to many joineries and
hardware stores e.g. Lincoln’s Joinery, Kelly’s
Woodyard, Hilltop Hardware, Scarborough
Hardware, Mitre 10 etc. Currently in
2026, Rothwell’s Bunnings has the
monopoly on local hardware stores.

Availability of goods — years ago, fresh
produce etc, tended to be seasonal e.g.
stone fruits and watermelons available
in summer only. Ease of transport and
importation of goods means now items
e.g. fruits are available all year as they
are imported from interstate and
overseas.

The demise of cash — the rise of cards
(and with technology, the use of phones
for credit and debit cards).

Self-Service - originally shops e.g.
corner stores, were staffed and
customers were served. Then came
the advent of the supermarket with
self-selection of goods and service
through a manned checkout. Prior to
the 80s, many checkouts had not only a
‘checkout lady’ or ‘checkout chick’ (the
ratio of female to male checkout
operators at this time was
predominantly female) but often a
younger male ‘packer’ would pack the
groceries at the checkout — even
sometimes carrying them to the car. At
larger supermarkets you could pay for the
convenience of home  deliveries.
Checkouts have now moved to a majority of self-service
checkouts where customers scan, pay for and pack their
items themselves, often overseen by security cameras
in the ceiling above (to stop the rather inevitable shop
lifting!)

Online shopping — With the advent of the internet
online shopping has risen in popularity. Now, instead of
going out to shop, it can be easily done in the comfort
of one’s own home — even in PJs if you like!! Click and
Collect is available, as is Home Delivery of groceries.
Uber even allow fast food, alcohol and every type of
delivery.

Take-away — The rise of take away stores from the
1970s onward. Used to have the ‘fish and chip’ shop as
a treat. Minimal number of cafes /
restaurants — then the rise of chain
takeaway shops e.g. Mcdonalds,
Kentucky Fried Chicken. The 21t century
has seen the advent of home delivery
for take away e.g. Uber Eats. There has
also been a rise of precooked meals —
initially called TV dinners (from the
late 1970s). Now days the rise of fresh
and frozen home delivery meals is
popular e.g. Lite and Easy.
i1 Panic Buying — Panic buying has
existed for many years, but the 2020
Pandemic led it to new heights. Panic
buying and shortages of items occurs
with natural disasters such as cyclone
and flooding and war caused issues such
as the fuel crisis. During Covid nation-
wide rationing of items occurred, such as
toilet paper.

Industry

Clothing industry — handmade clothing
by tailors, dressmakers. Agnew’s
Clothing factory at Clontarf.  Now
demand for cheap Asian made clothing —
fast fashion, purchased online e.g.
Temu, Shein. Environmental disaster —
» waste.

b

#l | Employment —lessindustry in Australia
c:“\' — less employment. Jobs — now lots of
casual jobs — not full time permanent.
Self-serve — less staff needed. More shopping hours
means more work hours for people.

Local manufacturing — thing of the past. Industrial
areas now — whereas industry used to be scattered all
over the peninsula. Local manufacturing of the past —
Thurects Timber Yard and Joinery, abattoir, ice works,
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clothing, cordial, soft drinks, engineering, Anzat tiles,
tiny local hospitals (now huge industry). Physical
industries have been replaced with the need for service
industries (childcare, aged care).

Agricultural industries —farming. Small, local farms e.g.
sugar cane, cattle, strawberries, Morris
Farm (pumpkins and tomatoes). Dairy
e.g. Teddy Walker. Sea food industry —
has continued over the decades. Was
Prawn Factory at Woody Point.
Aboriginal fish trap at Scarborough.
Produce store — only gone in recent
years. QOyster Bar. Oysters off rocks
(Clontarf, Redcliffe, Scarborough).

PUH‘ Puu'

Tourism - early years, Redcliffe
Peninsula was a thriving tourist
destination — via steamer e.g. Koopa,
Anzac Memorial Ave and Hornibrook Bridge. Camping
on all beaches, guest houses and holiday rentals. By
1980s there was a decline in accommodation. Caravan
and camping areas closed down or redeveloped.
Motels — Waltzing Matilda at Margate and Highway (?)
Motel at Clontarf.

Recent trends — Coffee Shops, Restaurants, Child Care,
Gyms, Aged Care, Retirement villages, building of high
rises.

Leisure ~ Community ~ Sport
Suttons Beach
= Late 40s — bathing sheds/Kiosk. Pavillion.
History Redcliffe second venue for Museum.
Water seepage. Move to current museum.
= Redevelopment of facade — Art Deco
style - Restaurant, Fish and chip gun Girls
| 4

shop.

= 2026 - all gutted for
redevelopment except for
rotunda

=  Famous swimmers — marathon
swimmers — Covid time.

= Sungirls — Miss Queensland —
Miss Australia

Clontarf Beach
e Shark enclosure for swimming

Tourism
= Visitors came by ferry/little boats

Lagoon

= Built to improve hygiene. Chlorinated. Safe
swimming spot with supervision from
Lifesavers.

Jetties
. Jetty to Jetty
= Whale watching —tourism

— used to hunt whales for oil
(Tangalooma)

" Diving off the Redcliffe
Jetty. Children bomb diving,
= Penny Arcade

Roller Dome — Roller skating. Now have a
Skate Park.

Putt Putt — mini golf. Was outdoors. Later years, one
built indoors. None operational now.

Truck Parade

Radio Station

Farms to horse riding for leisure. Riding for the disabled
Fishing — mullet fishing.

Sport

Rugby League - Redcliffe Football Ground — Bee Gees
played at half time sometimes. Dolphins Leagues Club —
huge community development — club. Exercise / Social
/ Dancing. Shopping / Hydrotherapy pool with physios.

Hockey — used to attract huge numbers

Tennis — lots of courts — now
pickleball.

Basketball popular

Golf — Redcliffe Golf Club

Bike riding — e-bikes, motor bikes

Community/Leisure

Vintage and restored cars
Drive-In

Dances in community halls
Picture theatres — Pier Theatre burnt
down during war. Rebuilt



Churches — all well attended
Clubs — RSL, Masonic Club, Lions, Bowls, Rotary, Scouts,
Cubs, Guides, Floral Art

Live theatre — Mousetrap

Entertainment Centre — big step forward for Redcliffe
as it attracted all kinds of cultural events and well
known, popular entertainers. Provided venue for
school entertainment events — musicals, graduation
ceremonies, art shows.

Redcliffe Show - opened before war. Annual.
Horticultural, agricultural, industry. Regular events
through the year e.g. Caravan and camping show.
Sunday Markets

Food and Wine festival

Caravan parks

Lagoon

Walking - boardwalks / beach / marine parks
Jetty to Jetty marathons

Fun runs

Men’s Walk

Dolphins NRL & Sports Stadium

Bike riding

Scooters

E-Bikes

Skateboards

Entertainment - theatres - Entertainment
Centres - Drive Ins. Movie theatres -

Mousetrap - Food and Wine Festival, Pelican 1986 - Bitumen & kerb one half road. Dirt drain.

Park activities, Showground activities

Housing & Demographics

e Toilets

e Concrete Footpaths, kerbs,
channelling — post WW2

e Style of houses — Fibro

e Alec Smith

e Holiday homes — Toowoomba

e Less of community now — 6ft
fences

e Immigration

e Expectations

e More low-set housing
e Population growth

e Tiny blocks

e Rentals

1982 - Gravel road. Dirt drain.

Transport

1. Amity originally i.e. sea transport
The brig Amity was built at St John, New Brunswick,
Canada in 1816. The government of NSW owned Amity
between 1824 and 1831, when it was involved in the
settlement at Redcliffe (1824-25) and in 1826 it took
Western Australia’s first settlers from Sydney to Albany.
On 1 Sept 1824 Amity sailed from Sydney carrying about
80 people —the ships’ crew, soldiers and their wives and
children, convicts, Commandant Henry Miller,
storekeeper Walter Scott, John Oxley, Robert Hoddle
(surveyor) and others. In addition, there were animals
and plants for the new settlement, stores for about six
months, a prefabricated cottage for the Commandant,
boats, spare sails, ropes and timber.
Amity had two decks — the
upper deck of about 110
square metres and a lower
deck of 18.3m long, with
headroom of 1.5m. The ship
must have been crowded.

The settlers arrived in
Moreton Bay on 12
. September and two days
later they disembarked,
landing on the beach
somewhere  near the
location of the Redcliffe
Jetty. Freshwater had been
found in a creek (later
named Humpybong Creek)
on the previous day.

= The First Settlement
Memorial Wall built in
1991, was constructed to

2024 - Fully surfaced and kerbed road. Concrete drain  represent the sails of the

Amity.

= A full-scale replica
of the Amity built in 1977
is kept permanently in
Albany. The original Amity
was wrecked at Shoaly Bay
on the Southeast coast of
Flinders Island on 17t
June 1845.



2. Excursion boats (from Brisbane). To Redcliffe and
Bribie Island

The earliest mention of an excursion to Humpybong
according to Pat Gee’s research was in 1877. The much-
loved steamship was the Koopa was probably the most
well- known of the passenger ships. Its

inaugural trip to Redcliffe was on
Christmas Day 1911 which was 24
years before the opening of the
Hornibrook Highway.

Koopa
L e €W

i Gameion SO

Another well-known government
steam paddle wheeler was the
Lucinda 1885-1923 which played a
significant  role in  carrying
dignitaries to North Qld New
Guinea and to Sydney where Sir
Henry Parkes, Sir Samuel Griffith and
others who drew up the draft
Constitution in 1891 while moored in the quiet
surrounds of the Hawkesbury River. The table they did
this on is in the Redcliffe Museum.

3. Sandtrack from Petrie - Rail head. Horse and cart.

Milk, bread, grocery, mail

deliveries Combie [rader ||
The local population was well [\P-.“
catered for with deliveries from early e
in the 20t Century when there were : g
428 residents living in three

settlements — Redcliffe, Margate
and Woody Point. A light-hearted
snippet was when a grocery boy
aged 17 drove himself up to obtain
a driver’s licence. Petrol stations
and garages sprang up. In 1949 the Redcliffe Town
Council pushbike was shared between the Health
Inspector and the Camping Inspector. Council also hired
a second-hand truck.

4. Original rail to Sandgate. Then boat

e

5. Bridge (1935)

Hornibrook Bus Lines - stories of cyclones, wet weather
and getting to Sandgate on time (existed prior to the
Deagon Deviation.

6. Road bituminised (ANZAC Ave)

7. Bus service introduced in 1922
Buses — Hubert Elson formed a bus
company in 1922 to open up the
railhead at Petrie and expanded to

Brisbane in 1924. The company’s
name was the Redcliffe Brisbane
Motor Service. Son Rex joined his
mother in 1955, retiring in 1979.
Rex and Elva passed away within

st a few months of each other in
2000. A substantial bequest from Rex’s estate
has resulted in a Respite and Recreational Centre for
disadvantaged members of the community at Margate

— No Boundaries.

8. Rail to Kippa-Ring (2016). Many years after it was
proposed 1886 and 1897. Population too small.
Railway 10™ Anniversary this October 2026. The Kippa-
Ring Station is the terminus of the
Redcliffe railway line, accessed from
either Anzac Ave or Hercules Road.
Officially opened 3 October 2016 —
passenger service began Tuesday 4

October.

In 2003 the Petrie to Kippa-Ring
Transport Corridor Study
recommended a heavy rail line
costing up to $300million.

In 2009 all three levels of Government
it was time for the line, and they

agreed
formalised their commitment in December 2010.

There is a map dated 1886 showing a proposed route
from Petrie to the Public Reserve next to the now
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Redcliffe High School. Also in 1897 there is a route from
Nudgee over reclaimed land opposite Flinders Pde
Sandgate to the Redcliffe Jetty.

9. Redcliffe Airport — not a passenger service

10. Population growth has brought about many

changes e.g. roads, railway, services
Combie Trader — 1979 saw the appearance of the first
vessel. In 1990, Claude Roberson sold to a group of
airline pilots, and they sold to Stradbroke Ferries Pty
Ltd...the 3™ owner in the past 4 years. The Combie
Trader 2 was built in 1988 similar to the WW?2 landing
barges. It was the 3™ vessel on the regular run from
Scarborough to Bulwer on Moreton Island. Operations
ceased in 2008.

Ambulance Sub Centre — opened Nov 1946. Equipped
with 2 transport cars. A general subscription rate was
fixed at one pound per annum for a family giving them
‘free’ service and treatment. A new building was
opened in Sydney St/Oxley Ave in 1959 and the latest
centre on this site opened in 2009.

Fire Station — by 1948 plans were in hand for a fire
station at Redcliffe. This was opened on 1t November
1949. The building was Heritage Listed in 2005. It closed
in 2008. Became a community arts and volunteer hub
28™ February 2015.

Health

What health issues and illnesses do you remember
when you were younger?
= Poor birth control leading to large families and
unwanted pregnancies.
= |nfectious diseases affecting people at an earlier
age e.g. polio, diphtheria, measles, mumps,
whooping cough ... .
* Less knowledge about @
health care (less
resources).

What treatments do you
remember when you were
younger? How did treatment and
care differ?
= The introduction of oral
contraception.
= Vaccinations.

= There were few or no allied health services e.g.
physiotherapy, occupational therapy, speech
therapy, audiology, dietitian/nutritionist.

= Few laboratories and less blood or other testing.

How were services provided then? Changes now?

= Hospitals were much smaller, less specialized.
Now large with many specialised services.

= Hospitals stays were longer, now as short as
possible.

= Smaller hospitals were owned and run by
‘nursing sisters’, including maternity hospitals.

= Men and women were in separate rooms!

= GPs made home visits.

= GPs worked independently rather than in large
clinics managed/owned by businesses.

= There were no teleconferences.

= Nurses trained under an apprenticeship model
rather than in universities.

= Midwifery can now be undertaken at university
without the need for a prior basic nursing
qualification.

= There are now nurse practitioners, who can see
patients independently, and prescribe

= Voluntary Assisted Dying in all Australian States
and in the ACT. Northern Territory is considering
it at the moment.

Medication changes?
= There was less control —
e.g. ads for Bex “Have a
Bex and a good lie down”
was a common ad.
= Medications can now be
prescribed by
pharmacists, audiologists,
nurses (as above)
who have undergone specialist training
and are registered to do so.
. More medications available and
better knowledge in the community.

What influences change?

= Increased education (school, and
general knowledge, TV and
@ publications and so on) leading to public
= awareness and political pressure.

= Vaccinations reducing infectious diseases.

= Better hygiene

= Advanced medical and other research.



Impact of an ageing population now university and prac in hospitals. Nurse

= People living longer with greater expectations as practitioners. Chemists can prescribe.
they‘age. . . Day Hospitals and Day surgery. Robotic surgery.

=  The introduction of nursing homes and hostels
(now combined) and then home care — now an Dentist — public dentist in old Council Chambers then at
industry run by not- for-profit organisations and Redcliffe Hospital.
for—p.rofit busir‘1esses. ‘ Allied Health — Physio, psychology, speech therapy,
oversight for aged care programs. dietitian, Health shop, exercise etc

Also -Vaccinations are now given at school to students.

Image attribution:

Changes to dlet’ greater awareness of nutrition and Pg 3. Images from event courtesy of Janet Franklin, 2026.

emergence of health food shops. Pg 4. Sun Girls. Image courtesy of City of Moreton Bay, ref MBPS-0043-
008. Putt Putt 1980. City of Moreton Bay, ref RLPC-002\002006.
Impact of wars — changed so much (World Wars, Pg 5. Dermot and Fiona Doyle on bike. Image courtesy Ann Doyle, 1982.
Vietnam) Norman Fullam and Fiona Doyle biking. Image courtesy of Ann
Doyle, 1986. Bellevue Terrace 2024. Google Maps Streetview.
Local Hospitals — Mmany years ago several small local Pg 6. Koopa. Image courtesy of City of Moreton Bay, ref RLPC-
hospitals (based out of houses originally). Especially for 000\000204 Combie Trader Il. Photo by lan Harding. Image

her’s givi birth. H ital f . d courtesy of City of Moreton Bay, ref RLPC-002\002183.
mother’s giving birth. Hospital on corner of Mein St an Pg 7. Redcliffe Hospital c 1990. Image courtesy of City of Moreton Bay, ref

Griffith Rd remembered by many. Redcliffe Hospital — RLPC-002\002166.
built in 1960s. Nurses training —was 100% in hospitals —
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IN MEMORIAM
Mary Cupitt
1935 —- 2024
...a life lived to the fullest

Mary was a “hands on” asset to the countless musical and community groups
in which she was involved, being a foundation member of many of them. A
Branch of Save the Children Fund was formed on the Peninsula by Mary, and
she became State President in 1973. Mary’s many talents and her boundless
energy matched her community spirit. It seems she never missed an
opportunity to help others.

Mary and husband Bill were parents to 11 children. Sadly, young Richard
drowned in a dam when he was about two years old. Bill passed away in 1999.
Mary, an only child and daughter of a District Nurse helped to look after both of
her mother and grandmother in their old age. She remarked that she has lived her
missed childhood through her ten children and 38 grandchildren.

She had joined the Redcliffe Historical Society in the 1987-1988 year. In 1993 Mary generously showed her support to promote
Redcliffe’s history by choosing Paid Life Membership. In later years she was also a Redcliffe Museum volunteer.

In 2008 Mary was granted Redcliffe’s Citizen of the Year in the Australia Day awards. In a quote from the Redcliffe Herald 30"
January 2008 she said, “When there is something to do you do it.”



Redcliffe Water Tower

By Catherine Mahoney

When | was a kid, | used to fight with my siblings over
Grandad’s binoculars and who would get first look at
the Redcliffe Water
tower, viewed from his
backyard in  Cutts
Street, Margate. I
zoomed in one day and
there was a man on
top of the water
tower. How did he get
there? There was no
ladder. The Redcliffe
water  tower has

fascinated me ever
View of the water tower from Cutts St sjnce.
backyard. Image courtesy Catherine
Mahoney family collection.

After the Hornibrook Highway was opened in 1935
there was an influx of new residents to the Peninsula
and the Redcliffe Town Council wanted to supply good
water to its residents and visitors. At the time,
household water supplies came from backyard tanks
and a few wells. A water supply would also allow the
installation of septic tanks to help improve sanitation on
the Peninsula, especially to its foreshores.

1 — £ .
Excavations for the 1,000,000-gallon reservoir ca. 1940.
Image courtesy City of Moreton Bay, ref RLPC-002-002238.

The Council, together with consulting engineer John
Wilson, designed a water supply scheme that would
include a million-gallon storage reservoir, a 100,000-
gallon water tower, pump houses, supply mains from
Brisbane and delivery mains and reticulation to the

Water For Redcliffe
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Excavations for Redeliffe’s £70,000 water sy V
; : pply scheme. This
basin will form the main million-gallon ’;mnolt.

Redcliffe Historical Society newsletter 28 Feb 1994, p6.

Peninsula’s residents. Alfred Langdon was Redcliffe’s
Mayor at the time.

The Redcliffe Town Council
purchased the land for the
reservoir and water tower for £60
from Charles and Florence Bulow,
who owned a 36 perch (about 900
m?) allotment in Duffield Road.

V. W. Doyle built the reservoir,
pump houses and tower. Smith
and Howtin were responsible for
the reticulation.

Alfred Langdon,
Redcliffe’s Mayor
1930-1943. Image

courtesy City of

Moreton Bay, ref

RMPC-100\100290.

Excavation work for the million-
gallon reservoir started early in
1940. The bed of reservoir was excavated and drained
and a bed of gravel was laid. Then a crane was erected
to lift forms and reinforcements and place concrete.
Water for construction purposes was piped form a
nearby residential property. After the formwork was
erected and reinforcements placed, 675 vyards of
concrete were poured. Concrete columns were then
erected and roof was fixed to the roof timbers.

At the same time, the site of the water tower was
excavated and 92 yards of concrete were poured. The
water tower was constructed like a silo, using moving
platforms and forms, and rose at the rate of 4’ 6” per



day. Many of the men employed in the construction
were local residents.

This type of work
was dangerous

and required
high levels of
skills.
Unfortunately, a
year into
construction a
labourer,
Thomas Hope
Taylor from
Scarborough,

was killed in May
1941 when a
piece of timber
fell 100 feet and
struck him on the

head. He was

Bed of gravel laid on the floor of the taken to
reservoir. Image courtesy Redcliffe Library.

Brisbane General
Hospital by ambulance but passed away later that day.

Once complete, access to the top of the water tower
was via stairways and ladders in a concrete cylinder
inside the tank. The tower is 130 feet (40m) high and
230 feet (70m) above sea level.

In August 1941, mains were in existence and water,
pumped from Mt Crosby in Brisbane, was ready for

Water Tower and Reservoir 10 November 1942.
10 Image courtesy Geosciences Australia.

supply but Redcliffe Town Council was unable to secure
a supply of piping needed to connect the mains to
properties. About 50% of the 2000 homeowners to be
supplied secured their own piping and had their water
supply turned on.

In November 1941 the Redcliffe Town Council finally
secured delivery of sufficient piping to complete the
project and deliver water to the remaining properties.

On 3 December 1941, the Redcliffe water scheme was
officially opened by the Minister for Health and Home
Affairs, Edward
Hanlon. Mr Hanlon
opened the new
Redcliffe Town
Council Chambers on
the same day. The
total cost of the water
scheme was £91,500
and was expected to
generate £10,000
annual revenue for
the Council.

Today, Unitywater
supplies water to the
Peninsula and the

water comes mostly -
Construction of the 100,000-gallon

from Lake
water tower ca. 1940. Image
Samsonvale (North courtesy Redcliffe Library

Pine Dam).

Water Tower and Reservoir 2026.
Image courtesy Google Maps.
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What's on at Redcliffe Library . . .

Keeping Australian native bees
Thursday, 30 July 2026 02:00 PM to 03:00 PM

Discover how easy it is to keep native bees in your
backyard with Sarah from
Bee Yourself.

This session introduces the
basics of native bee care,
and you’ll also get the
chance to see bees in
action through a live observation hive, offering a close look
at how these important pollinators work together.

For anyone interested in native wildlife, gardening, or
creating a more bee-friendly outdoor space.

Free. Booking required. For adults.

Meet the Author: Mike Carlton
Wednesday, 22 July 2026

Join one of
Australia's best
known

journalists and
naval historians,
Mike Carlton, to
explore the
story of the
Royal Australian Navy's Fleet Air Arm.

06:30 PM to 07:30 PM
- -

The Burning Blue celebrates and commemorates the
pilots, observers, mechanics and engineers (and families)
of the Royal Australian Navy. It features the fighter Aces of
World War |, on through the North Sea and the Arctic in
the second World War, the forgotten war of Korea and the
perils of jungle warfare in Vietnam and beyond.

Free. Bookings required. For adults.

Meet the Author: Fernanda Dahlstrom
Saturday, 22 August 2026 02:00 PM to 03:00 PM

Join  Fernanda  Dahlstrom in
conversation with Isobelle Carmody
to explore the story behind her
memoir The Framing.

The  Framing  explores  the
complexities of trust and betrayal in
family relationships as Fernanda
unpacks her past and examines her
mother's culpability and her own
understanding of identity and justice.

The manuscript that became The
;“'g’f's Framing was shortlisted for the
i'»:'i’f;ﬁ::, Glendower Award for an Emerging

[ Queensland Writer in 2023. It was highly
i commended in The Next Chapter 2024.

Free. Bookings required. For adults.

June is Make Music Month
City of Moreton Bay's Make
Music Month is back. Enjoy free
events, live performances, jam
sessions, workshops, and more as we put music on the
map. All 16 of Council’s galleries, museums, and
libraries come alive with rhythm and tunes in June for
Make Music Month. More info and schedule:
https://www.moretonbay.gld.gov.au/Services/Arts-
Culture-Heritage/Creative-Festivals-And-
Experiences/Make-Music-Month

.but wait! There's more!

These are just a few highlights of what’s on at Redcliffe
Library. For the full list, go to
https://www.moretonbay.qgld.gov.au/libraries/Events

or drop in to the Library!

Monday to Thursday
8:30 AM - 6:00PM

Redcliffe Library Opening Hours

Saturday
9:00 AM —4:00 PM

\\ CITY OF
= MORETON BAY

Sunday
10:00 AM - 3:00PM



https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/libraries/Events
https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Services/Arts-Culture-Heritage/Creative-Festivals-And-Experiences/Make-Music-Month
https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Services/Arts-Culture-Heritage/Creative-Festivals-And-Experiences/Make-Music-Month
https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Services/Arts-Culture-Heritage/Creative-Festivals-And-Experiences/Make-Music-Month

Hello history lovers!

Autumn is a beautiful, transitional season perfect for slowing down and

USEU M celebrating nature's bounty. It’s a season by enjoying crisp outdoor walks,
baking with seasonal produce like apples and squash and practicing gratitude
for the arts and culture of our piece of heaven “Redcliffe”. We are thrilled to

bring the following exhibitions and workshops for you to enjoy.
— WS ANM—

The Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards 30 May 2026 - 18 Oct 2026... Exhibition Extended!!

Photography Awards, organised annually, attracts submissions from across the
5 world. This competition celebrates the hilarity of our natural world and helps to
\ / highlight what we need to do to protect it.

j Get ready to laugh at nature’s funniest moments! The Comedy Wildlife

- Featuring 60 images, this exhibition showcases a selection of the winners and
finalists” images from the competition over the years.

Join us for a journey filled with laughter, joy, and a renewed sense of wonder for the animal kingdom.

Bugs Ed Workshop Saturday, 27 June 2026 | 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM

Insects are the most diverse and successful group of animals
on Earth - and among the most beautiful and bizarre! Explore
their weird and wonderful shapes and sizes by examining %
amazing cases of preserved specimens from around the world. Learn about
where they live, what they eat and how they protect themselves from harm.

Get up close and personal with some of our live local Australian insects such
as giant stick insects, preying mantids, leaf insects and more. You can even hold a stick insect!

Wildlife Photography Talk Saturday, 04 JuIy 2026 | 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Learn how to capture the perfect shot in this insightful wildlife
photography talk at Redcliffe Museum.

g " In conjunction with the Comedy Wildlife Photography Awards
exhibition, this talk explores this unique art with renowned award-winning
photographer Michael Snedic. Discover techniques for candid compositions,
creative captures, and photography’s role in championing conservation.

After the workshop, enjoy the Comedy Wildlife exhibition and experience the
humour, charm, and unexpected moments of animals from around the world.

v e

REUEL“FFE MU&EUM UPENHNG HUUR& Please scan this QR code or click  [m];

Wednesday to Friday 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM, this image to learn what's on and

make bookings for the

Saturday - Sunday 10:00 AM - 3:00PM. workshops and events.

/-/\/‘ ‘



https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Galleries-Museums/Events

= CITY OF

'MORETON BAY < MORETON BAY
HISTORY SEMINAR -

Experience the power of change at the 9th annual
Moreton Bay History Seminar!

History isn’t standing still—and neither are we.
STEP INTO THE FUTURE OF HISTORY

This year's theme, ‘Change’, celebrates the evolution
of storytelling—from dusty archives and
handwritten tales to immersive digital exhibitions,
interactive media, and cutting edge technology that
brings history to life like never before.

09:00 AMTO 01:00 PM 3

1 SEPTEMBER 2026

MORAYFIELD SPORT AND EVENTS CENTRE
298 MORAYFIELD ROAD, CABOOLTURE

More info:
https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/libraries/Events/History-Seminar-2026

Free event. Bookings essential. Bookings open from 1 July.

History Redcliffe is grateful for the support of our sponsors. If you wish to become a proud
sponsor of History Redcliffe, please contact us at sponsorship@historyredcliffe.com.au for a
sponsorship prospectus.

T =
Holy Cross ,i

FUNERALS

Guiding you through your ) {*/
time of need with compassion,
dignity and affordability.

\ 4

J _J) :
Phone 07 3293 0555 Kippa Ring | 07 5208 9337 Caloundra

“mail info@holycrossfunerals.com Veb holycrossfunerals.com.au
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JUNE2026 —— === == === == = = = =
FRI' 2:00pm —4:00pm
5  Monthly meeting
Lynne Hooper — Emily Coungeau

JULY 2026 — — — — = = — o o o e m .
FRI'  1lam

3  Members’ Outing
Miegunyah House Museum

AUGUST2026 ———————— === = = = —.
FRI. 2:00pm —4:00pm
7  Monthly meeting
Torill Pape — An Engineering Investigation of the Hornibrook Bridge

SEPTEMBER 2026
TUE  9:00am-2:00pm~ — — - -~~~ =—=—=—7 =77
1 Moreton Bay History Seminar
FRI' 2:00pm — 4:00pm
4 Monthly meeting
Catherine Mahoney — William and Vera’s Story

R L) WU oy

All efforts are made to ensure that the information regarding meeting venues and speakers is correct at the time of
publication. Members and guests should consult our website (www.historyredcliffe.com.au) closer to the meeting
date to check for updates.

What's your story?

Everyone has a story to tell, and we want to hear yours!

Submit your articles, anecdotes or images to the editor at info@historyredcliffe.com.au
and you may find your story here in this very publication.

Editorial Team:
Editor — Fiona Murgatroyd Assistant Editor — Valerie Edwards Proofreader — Ann Doyle

¥|E1%PS'(TROEEN Please think before you print.

»

* +BE GREEN History Redcliffe is committed to reducing our environmental impact.

History Red(cliffe does not accept any responsibility for any opinions expressed in this collection of papers.
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